
Unearth Ed. is excited to offer schools the chance to discover the stunning beauty and culture of New Zealand on this Geographical, Historical & Cultural 
excursion. Experience the bright lights of the cities, beautiful landscapes and Maori traditions on this adventure through Auckland, Rotorua and Waitomo.

High School Geography, History and Cultural Excursion

The Ultimate 6 Day NZ Experience

Itinerary
Day 1: Arrive Auckland [D]
Welcome to New Zealand! You are met 
on arrival at Auckland International 
Airport for transfer to your hotel.

Accommodation: Kiwi International Hotel, 
Auckland City for 2 nights.

Day 2: Auckland [BLD]
Geography - Drive to Muriwai on the 
West Coast to discover the exposed 
cliffs, unique Pillow Lava Bay and 
lava feeder tubes—the result of the 
Waitakere Volcano which erupted 
off the coast of Muriwai some 17-50 
million years ago. 

Geography/History/Culture - Embark 
on a city sights tour, exploring New 
Zealand’s largest city. Our tour 
today includes a visit to Auckland 
War Memorial Museum - built as a 
memorial to New Zealand’s war dead 
who sacrificed their lives in WWI, 
WWII and other conflicts. The Museum 
offers an excellent introduction to 
New Zealand from unique geography, 
flora and fauna, history at war, a 

precious collection of Maori and Pacific 
treasures in the extensive Maori and 
Pacific Islands Court. The Museum’s 
galleries showcase New Zealand’s 
natural, cultural and social history in 
an interesting and informative manner.

Day 3: Auckland – Rotorua [BLD]
Geography/History - Travel from 
Auckland City and across the Hauraki 
Plains to the Coromandel Ranges - the 
range consists of volcanic flows of 
the Late Tertiary age. During the late 
1860’s to early 1870s the Coromandel 
settlement of Thames enjoyed a gold 
rush, and to this day gold mining 
continues on the Coromandel in the 
township of Waihi.

Here we visit the largest commercial gold 
mining operation to gain further insight 
of this industry. We continue to Tauranga 
in the bountiful Bay of Plenty through the 
kiwifruit growing region of Te Puke to the 
thermal wonderland of Rotorua.
Accommodation: Kiwi Paka Hotel, Rotorua 
for 1 night.

Day 4: Rotorua [BLD]
History/Geography - Visit the 
Buried Village to see remains of the 
Maori village of Te Wairoa that was 
devastated by the volcanic eruption of 
Mt. Tarawera during the night of June 
10, 1886. The excavated village offers 
a first hand insight into the chaos and 
destruction that ensued. 

Geography/Culture - A guided tour 
of Te Puia provides the visitor with 
a premier Maori culture experience 
combined with an introduction to the 
magnificent geothermal activity in the 
Whakarewarewa Thermal Valley. Whilst 
in the valley see the boiling mud pools, 
steaming silica terraces, hot springs 
and geysers including the famous 
Pohutu Geyser which can erupt up 
to 30 metres high, depending on its 
mood. Visit the New Zealand Maori Arts 
and Crafts Institute where young Maori 
are learning the traditional carving and 
weaving skills of their ancestors.

Further highlights of the tour include 
Rotowhio Marae and Te Aronui a 
Rua, the sacred meeting house of 
Rotowhio Marae. Also visit the specially 
lit nocturnal Kiwi House to see New 
Zealand’s endangered emblem bird, 
the Kiwi.  

Culture/History - This evening visit 
Tamaki Maori Village for a Cultural 
Experience and Hangi Dinner. 
Experience the warmth of the Maori 
people during an evening of ceremonial 
rituals, powerful cultural performance, 
storytelling & hangi feasting. Following 
dinner, your guide will take you to an 
open camp-fire, set beside the native 
Tawa Forest.

As you enjoy hot chocolate and 
marshmallows by the camp fire, your 
guide will tell you stories of old myth 
and legend and you will also learn 
about the great migration to Aotearoa. 
Stay in Marae Style accommodation at 
the Village.

Accommodation: Tamaki Maori Village 
Marae Stay, Rotorua for 1 night.

Day 5: Rotorua–Waitomo–Auckland 
[BLD]
Geography/Adventure - Leave Rotorua 
and travel through fertile farmlands 
and small farming towns to reach the 
Waitomo area in the King Country. Here 
we depart on a 3 hour underground 
experience – Black Water Rafting. See 
magnificent limestone formations, and 
the remarkable glow-worms that live in 
the Waitomo caves. Afterwards, enjoy 
a hot shower and hot soup at the Black 
Water Café.

Participants need to take swimwear 
and a towel. Your guides will provide 
wetsuits and caver’s helmets 
plus tubes for floating down the 
underground streams.

From Waitomo, we travel north through 
the dairying and horse breeding 
Waikato Valley then continue north 
across the Bombay Hills and into 
Auckland City.
Accommodation: Kiwi International Hotel, 
Auckland City for 1 night.

Day 6: Depart Auckland [B]
Farewell from New Zealand. After 
breakfast, you will be transferred from 
the hotel to Auckland International 
Airport for your flight back home.

6 days 
from

$1,840*

per person rate*Includes
 ■  Economy airfares
 ■  5 nights multi-share 
accommodation

 ■  All itinerary tour admissions
 ■  Breakfast lunch & dinner daily 
(beginning on arrival at 
accommodation venue)

 ■ Private coach charter

 ■  Based on min. 15 & max. 32 pax
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